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Post Roe v. Wade
Mass of Thanksgiving   
In grateful response to the United States Supreme Court’s decision to
overturn Roe v. Wade, there will be a Mass of Thanksgiving celebrated by
Bishop David Kagan at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. Save the date for
Monday, August 22 at 5:30 p.m. An hour of adoration of our Lord will precede the Mass.

Standing With Her Sunday
Students for Life of America, Standing with You, and 
numerous pro-life leaders and groups are coming 
together for Standing With Her Sunday, a special 
webcast specifically designed to train people on how 
to support women in post-Roe America. Women at your 
church are having abortions. Women near your church 
are having abortions. More than half of abortion-
seeking women identify as Christian, with some studies 
estimating it as high as 70%. This is where people 
within our church communities need to step in. Sign up 
to watch this simulcast yourself, or with others from your 
church community. To learn more and register, visit here.
- Date: Sunday, August 28
- Time: 7 p.m. Central Time/6 p.m. Mountain Time
- Location: Online

World Day for Grandparents and 
Elderly
World Day for Grandparents and Elderly will be 
celebrated Sunday, July 24. The theme for this year’s 
celebration is “In Old Age They Will Still Bear Fruit” 
(Ps. 92:15). This theme is meant to emphasize how 
grandparents are a gift to society and the Church. 
The Holy Father’s message for the Second World 
Day for Grandparents and Elderly can be read 
here. This year, Pope Francis is also extending the 
opportunity for a plenary indulgence “to the faithful 
who devote adequate time to visit, in presence or 
virtually, through the media, their elderly brothers 
and sisters in need or in difficulty” on July 24 (full 
details can be found here).

Search Discipleship Retreat Weekend 
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat experience which provides youth a great opportunity to think, 
talk, question and dive deeper into their faith. We are beginning the fall season with a retreat for returning Search 
members August 12-15. This weekend will offer in depth exploration of the radical calling Jesus has presented to 
His faithful — to come and follow Him. Please spread the word amongst your parishes! For more information and 
to register, click here.
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Pray for us!
We are excited to announce that this July offers a full month of training, conferences
and retreats. We ask that you please pray for all those participating in CGS (Catechesis of
the Good Shepherd) trainings across the state, for the youth attending Cor Christi, for the young
adults attending our silent retreat and the youth attending the Steubenville Conference at the end of the
month. These opportunities would not have been possible without your involvement and faithfulness to your
ministry. Please continue to pray for those entrusted to our care.

A farewell and a warm welcome
Please join us in sending our best wishes to Chris Kraft as he transitioned out of
the Office of Catechesis and Youth into the forthcoming Office of Psychological Services.
Chris will complete his studies in psychology through Divine Mercy University in Virginia before
returning to the diocese to lead this new office. We thank Chris for his generous service to the diocese.
His associate, Neil Albaña, has been named the director of the Office of Catechesis and Youth.

Also, join us in welcoming our newest staff member within the diocese, Ben Ottemoeller. He joined us in June as 
the associate for the Office of Catechesis and Youth. In his years at the University of Mary, he studied philosophy 
and mathematics in hopes that this knowledge would aid him in his understanding of the faith and his ability to 
teach. Ben brings many years of ministry leadership experience through Catholic camps for youth and as a religion 
teacher. He is excited to share his experiences with those he encounters within the diocese. Please keep him and all 
diocesan staff in your prayers as we engage in our various ministries.


